To: Reimbursement Representatives and State Policy Representatives 

Date:   6/4/2010

From:   Pam Michael, Director, and Tori Bender, Manager, Nutrition Services Coverage, and Juliana Smith, Director, State Government Relations

In this email:  Medicare Pilot on State Multi-payer Health Reform Efforts to Improve Quality and Lower Costs

Action item:  Connect with leaders at the state level to assess involvement and assist in the development of the multi-disciplinary team that includes RD providers 
What are the details of the pilot?

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) today invited states to apply for participation in the Multi-payer Advanced Primary Care Practice Demonstration, an initiative in which Medicare will join Medicaid and private insurers in state-based efforts to improve the delivery of primary care and lower health care costs. An Advanced Primary Care (APC) practice, commonly referred to as the patient-centered medical home, is a leading model for efficient management and delivery of quality health care services. 

The demonstration is an opportunity to assess the effect of advanced primary care practice, when supported jointly by Medicare, Medicaid, and private health plans, on:

· The safety, effectiveness, timeliness, and efficiency of health care; 

· Assuring access and appropriate utilization of services covered by Medicare, Medicaid, and private health plans, while lowering expenditures; 

· The ability of beneficiaries to participate effectively in decisions concerning their care; and, 

· The delivery of care consistent with evidence-based guidelines. 

Who can apply?

To be eligible, states will need to demonstrate that they can meet certain requirements, including having a state agency responsible for implementing the program, being ready to make payments to participating practices six months after being selected for participation, and having mechanisms in place to connect patients to community-based resources. 

The applicant must be a State agency with responsibility for developing and implementing multi-payer reform initiatives. The State agency may be a State health department, a Medicaid agency, or other agency operating under State legislative authority including the general executive authority of the Governor.

RDs can have involvement in the demonstration program based on several of the program requirements such as:

· Establishment of a multi-disciplinary team that includes the primary care provider to coordinate care obtained from physicians, hospitals, home care agencies, nursing homes and other community resources 

· Identify participating primary care practices and providers 

What are the key dates?

A notice of intent to submit an application for the demonstration is due no later than June 17, 2010. The complete application must be received by CMS no later than August 3, 2010.
Where can I find more information? 
CMS anticipates making awards to up to six states and will perform an independent evaluation of the projects conducted under this demonstration. Information on the demonstration, including the solicitation can be found on the demonstration Web site: 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/DemoProjectsEvalRpts/MD/itemdetail.asp?itemID=CMS1230016  

How can I take action?

· Use your previously established contacts within Medicaid (medical director, health department director, RDs in the agency or other), local health plans and the local medical association to determine if the state will submit an application for the Advanced Primary Care Practice Demonstration project.  .   

· Describe and provide information on how the registered dietitian plays a key role in the patient-centered medical home model.   For information on the RD role in the medical home, go to: http://www.eatright.org/Members/content.aspx?id=11111 

· Offer your assistance in helping to define the program’s providers who will be included in the multi-disciplinary team.  
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Manager, Advocacy and Communications
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