Date:                     April 23, 2009

To:                          House of Delegates

DPG Members

                                Affiliate Members

                                Member Interest Group Members

From:                    Nancy Nevin-Folino, MEd, RD, CSP, FADA, LD

                                Chair, Council on Future Practice

Subject:               Update on the Activities of the Council on Future Practice

The Council on Future Practice is active and working hard to ensure the future of our profession.  We want to take this opportunity to explain the Council and its work.  The Council will be communicating with you periodically to keep you apprised of its work.  We are hopeful you will take the time to contact us with information about issues affecting the practice of dietetics and the educational preparation of future practitioners.

Who Is the Council on Future Practice?

· The Council is a House of Delegates (HOD) committee.

· This new organizational unit is comprised of nine (9) ADA members who represent the practice, credentialing and education communities.  The members of the first Council were appointed by the HOD Leadership Team (HLT).

· Members of the Council are: Nancy Nevin-Folino, chair; Peter Beyer, Rick Hall, Tammy Lindberg, Lauri Wright, Egondu Onuoha, Nora Nyland (CADE Representative), Evelyn Crayton (HLT and BOD Representative) and Beth Leonberg (CDR Representative).

· To learn more about each of the Council members, please use the following link to view their short biographies: www.eatright.org/cps/rde/xchg/ada/hs.xsl/governance_19975_ENU_HTML.htm 

What is the Purpose of the Council?

· This Council works in collaboration with the Commission on Dietetic Registration and Commission on Accreditation for Dietetics Education to project the future practice needs for the profession of dietetics.

· Each of these organizational units (future practice, credentialing and accreditation) represent the three critical segments necessary for producing new practitioners, as well as assisting experienced practitioners to move along the career development model.

· The functions of the Council are:

1. Collaborate with CADE, CDR, DPGs and other organizational units as needed to address issues related to future practice, practitioner credentials and accreditation of educational programs.

2. Establish and formalize an ongoing environmental scanning for the profession and a visioning process to identify/define future practice roles, with focus on specialty and advanced practice, and the broad knowledge and skills needed for these roles.

3. Identify and monitor emerging practice roles, opportunities, and related formal and informal educational needs on an ongoing basis with a focus on the career ladder for the profession.  

4. Initiate studies to:

· Refine the distinction between specialty and advanced practice

· Define and recognize advanced practice.

5. Identify future specialty practice opportunities and forward to CDR to meet emerging practitioner needs to respond to an evolving marketplace.

6. Coordinate with CADE, CDR, DPGs and other organizational units the implementation and evaluation of the Phase 2 Future Practice & Education Task Force recommendations and provide a yearly progress report to the House of Delegates.

7. Monitor the intended and unintended consequences of implementing the Task Force recommendations.

How Can You Track Our Work and Communicate with the Council?

· The Council established a web page on the ADA Web site to allow you the ability to monitor our work.  The link to our web page is: www.eatright.org/cps/rde/xchg/ada/hs.xsl/governance_19974_ENU_HTML.htm 

· We also established a mailbox so that you can communicate issues and trends affecting the practice of dietetics and the educational preparation of future practitioners.  Your communication of issues and trends is critical to our work and we hope you will contact us.

· Our electronic mailbox address is: FuturePractice@eatright.org .
What Is Current Focus of Work for the Council?

· The Council has established a program of work for the 2008-2009 program year, as well as one for the 2009-2010.  The following is a brief summary of the key initiatives within the program of work.

· A career ladder for dietetics is under development by a sub-group of the Council.  We will be sharing this career ladder with you for input at a later date.  Plus the Council is planning a FNCE Open Space Discussion entitled “Exploring the Career Ladder for the Profession” on Sunday, October 18, 2009 (1:00 – 2:30 PM) in Denver.

· A plan to initiate a visioning process is being discussed by another sub-group of the Council.  You will play a critical role in this visioning process.

· We will be conducting a session during FNCE 2009 entitled “Innovations in Practice and Education”.  Watch for more details on this session which will be conducted on Monday, October 19, 8:00 AM.  

· The development of a plan for conducting a Practice & Education Summit in summer or fall 2010 will be addressed in the coming months.  This will be an excellent opportunity to promote discussions between practitioners and educators about the future needs of members and students.

· The Council has engaged in initial discussions about specialty and advanced practice, and will be investigating the work of nursing and pharmacy related to this topic.

What Can You Do to Assist the Council?

· We want to hear from you, especially regarding issues and trends affecting the practice of dietetics and the educational preparation of future practitioners.

· Send us your comments and articles that relate to our work.  Your input will assist the Council to achieve its program of work.

Questions/Concerns

If you should have any questions or concerns related to this memo, please do not hesitate to contact me (nnf@woh.rr.com or 937/434-5446).  Or, you can contact our staff partner, Harold Holler (hholler@eatright.org or 800/877-1600, ext. 4896).
